
Tri-X B&W Reversal Process 
 
First Developer: 20 degrees, 6 minutes. Add 5 seconds for each subsequent use of 
the developer. This is the critical stage. It is best to have the tank sitting in a bath of 
water at about 21 degrees to pre-heat. If this isn’t possible, increase the initial 
temperature of the developer to 21 or 22 degrees. 
Just as time and temperature will effect the development, so does agitation. As soon 
as the developer is pored in, agitate up and down vigorously a couple of times to 
release any air bubbles, then continue agitating (more gently) up and down and side 
to 
side for about 30 seconds. Then agitate for about 10 seconds every 30 seconds until 
the time is up. Poor off the developer in time so that the wash water first hits the film 
at the 6 minute mark. 
 
Wash. Needs a couple of minutes. This acts as a stop bath to stop the developer 
from 
working. With reversal, you can’t use a normal acid stop bath as it interferes with the 
bleach. Better that the wash is too cold than too hot. Can just use water from the cold 
tap. 
 
Bleach. About 2 minutes. I start the timer after the chemistry is in. Agitate well. 
 
Wash. Not super necessary at this stage, but worth doing if you are going to re-use 
the clearing bath. Maybe a minute or two. 
 
Clearing. About 2 minutes. Again agitate well. 
 
Re-Exposure. People get freaked out about this one. Actually it is very simple. 
Open the tank (in the light), take out the spiral and immerse it in a plastic tub of water 
with a light suspended over or near it. Of course, watch out for mixing electricity and 
water. Best to keep the spiral moving in the water to ensure even re-exposure to the 
light. You can’t really do too much of this. I do 1 minute per side of the spiral. 
 
Second Developer. About 6 minutes. This is developing to completion so you can’t 
do too much. Agitation is important in this one in order to get even development, 
especially in the first few minutes. 
 
Wash. Can use a stop bath here, but why would you. Wash for about 2 minutes to 
avoid contaminating the fixer with too much developer. That is all it is for. 
 
Fixer. Fix for about 6 minutes. Can’t do too much of this. Bit of agitation is a good 
thing. 
 
Wash. Needs a good wash at this point. This one is for longevity. As long as you 
can give it. 20 minutes of gentle washing is great. Alternatively, you can wash for 2 
minutes, then put the film in Hypo Eliminator for 2 minutes, and then wash for 5 
minutes. 
 
Photoflo. The wetting agent. About 30 seconds. 
 
FOMAPAN: When	  processing	  Fomapan,	  develop	  in	  TRI-‐X	  chems	  but	  1st	  &	  2nd	  
developer	  needs	  to	  be	  longer	  (approx.	  10mins?)	  and	  ideally	  the	  clearing	  bath	  should	  
be	  stronger	  &	  longer	  too	  
 


